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opposed the revolution, believed in their turn that they
were fighting for established' rights, for justice, order
and morality; in short, they likewise imagined that the
salvation of society depended on their victory. This
was, of course, only another ideological self-deception.
If Marx had this in mind, we should agree with him
perfectly, but unfortunately the above-mentioned ideo-
logies form but the smallest part of what he calls the
ideological superstructure.
Before we proceed with our inquiry into the French
Revolution, we shall further illustrate the subject by
giving another striking instance of the same phenomenon.
When the mediaeval Emperors believed themselves to
be the successors of the ancient Roman Emperors, and
all the world shared their opinion, this was indeed mere
" consciousness " and an " opinion they had of them-
selves ". Yet their eternal conflicts with the Popes,
their expeditions to Rome, though caused by a false and
illusive ideology, were very real historical events, which
can be " observed and determined with the precision
of natural science ". And these events, as well as the
ideology which had produced them, had momentous
consequences for Germany and Italy and for all Europe.
Let us now revert to the French Revolution. It
seems doubly important to understand the French
Revolution, because its influence on mankind in the
nineteenth century can hardly be over-estimated, and
because the revolution and the events which followed
it, led Marx to the conclusions on which he based his
theory.
We can but repeat that it is impossible really to
understand the French Revolution unless its connection
with events that happened several hundred years before